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IMPLEMENTATION AND SUPPORT

9.1  SCHEDULE OF IMPLEMENTATION

The recommendations of this report when put into effect
will raise U.S. observational seismology to a new level.
The Panel has set down broad guidelines for the systematic
improvement of earthquake recording in the United States
in the next decades.  Specific upgrading of both the ob-
servatories and data handling is seen within a framework
of a new United States Seismograph System (USSS).  In this
respect, we can only repeat the highly successful recom-
mendation of the 1959 Berkner Panel that the proposed pro-
gram be viewed "as a package in order to derive the fullest
benefits." Throughout the report, reference has been made
to a number of federal and state agencies that either have
obligations concerning seismological research support or
depend on earthquake information in order to meet their
public duties. We have also referred to the major indus-
tries that benefit substantially from the availability of
quantitative earthquake information and to the universities
where much of the seismological and earthquake engineering
research is carried out.  The success of the USSS will
clearly depend on the combined support of all of these
groups, as well as the seismological community.

The implementation of the USSS (as shown in the flow
diagram given in Figure 9.1) will clearly be a continuing
interest for the Committee on Seismology of the National
Research Council. The Panel expects that the Committee
will continue to take an active role in developments, offer
advice as required, and lend assistance to the various work*
ing groups recommended in the report.  The Panel recommends
that the Committee review the whole question of the USSS
in 5 years in order to assess the progress that has been
made.
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